
  

   

 

WATSON TOWNSHIP MEETING 

OCTOBER 16, 2025 

 

The Watson Township Board of Supervisors held its monthly meeting on October 16, 

2025, at 7:00 p.m. at the Watson Township Municipal Building, with James Potter and 

Richard Macklem present. 

 

Also present: Wilbur Moore, Rich Lange, District Magistrate Denise Dieter, Jamie Bower 

and Samantha Bower on behalf of Avis Little League, Dennis Norman, P.E., Wm. Dennis 

Buttorff, EMC, Brian Mann and Zoning Officer Brent Petrosky  

 

Vice Chair Potter called the meeting to order, and Brent Petrosky led the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Vice Chair Potter asked if there were any questions or comments on the September 18, 

2025, monthly meeting minutes; there being none, Supervisor Macklem made a motion to 

approve the minutes as presented; seconded by Supervisor Potter, MC. 
 

The Board reviewed the Treasurer's Report, and Supervisor Macklem moved to approve 

the report as submitted; seconded by Supervisor Potter, MCU. 

 

Correspondence:     None. 

 

Magistrate Judge Denise Dieter 

  
Magistrate Judge Denise Dieter – update on new building  

 

Magistrate Judge Denise Dieter provided an update on the new building to be constructed 

for the District Magistrate’s office on two acres of land near Eck’s Agway Allegheny 

Street in Jersey Shore.  

 

She expects the building to be about 4,600 square feet, which is significantly larger than 

the existing building. The overall larger size is important after being in our building on 

Market Street in Jersey Shore. The current courtroom has no more than 10 chairs for 

individuals present at hearings, because it’s so small. The new structure will have seating 

for approximately 27 people, in addition to the tables for the parties and their attorneys.  

 

Another issue with the small size can take place during more intense hearings, Dieter 

said. Because one of the other things that happens when plaintiffs and defendants are ex-

boyfriends and girlfriends, both parties must be in the same room; sometimes things get 

heated, especially with issues involving orders of protection against the other individual. 

The new building will offer a separation for these instances.  

 



  

   

 

The waiting area will be divided into two areas; there will be one area to the right and one 

to the left, which will enable the deputy to keep people separated.  

 

Dieter also explained that prisoners will have a “sallyport” area where the prisoners are 

transferred from prison to the courthouse, and the prison vehicles will have their own 

garage. The new building will also have holding cells for males and females, and an area 

for their attorneys.  

 

Dieter said she expects construction to begin in 2026, stating that the building will be 

larger, safer, and well laid out.  

 

Magistrate Dieter also discussed a diversionary program she implemented for troubled 

students in school. She had been working with the Jersey Shore Area School District to 

help at-risk young people.  

 

Dieter created the new program for first-time juvenile offenders in the district calling it 

her “diversionary program.” Her goal was to bring in first-time offenders and create a 

program individualized for each student or young person. If the student completed the 

tasks or components that were assigned, their charges would be dismissed.  

 

After just a little over two years from the completion of the first individual who started in 

the program with nearly 50 students (or persons under 18) who have gone through the 

program, there is a 94% completion rate.  
 

Roadmaster’s Report 
 

Roadmaster Rick Macklem provided the Roadmaster’s Report as follows: 
 

• Rented a lift and cleaned the gutters at the municipal building. 

• Mowed berms along township roads  

• Trimmed trees along Tombs Run Road  

• Charles Construction completed paving on West Side Road 

• Removed trees around the flagpole at the ball field. 

 

Zoning Officer’s Report  
 

Zoning Officer Brent Petrosky provided the monthly zoning report and indicated that 

Dennis Norman, P.E., checked the Lapp property to determine if a concrete slab for a 

pickleball court would be permissible. 

 

Dennis Norman, P.E. said the property was surveyed, and the area for the pickleball court 

is in the floodway, and there is no issue with having a pickleball court on the Lapp 

property. 

 

 

 



  

   

 

EMC Report  
 

EMC Denny Buttorff reported that all three stream gauges he monitors are working, and 

he is working on getting an additional stream gauge for English Center. He said that the 

County is supposed to purchase all new stream gauges next year. 

 

Denny also reported that the new radios for Emergency Management Coordinators are 

planned for 2027 and noted that currently there is not a separate frequency for Emergency 

Management radios and that calls go out county-wide. 

 

He also updated the Board on Lycoming County’s Hazard Mitigation Plan and explained 

that each municipality can have its own plan. 
 

Old Business 
 

Donation/Membership – Jersey Shore EMS 

 

The Supervisors tabled discussion of a possible donation/membership for residents to the 

Jersey Shore EMS. 

 

New Business 

 

Resolution 2025-10-16 – Statewide Local Share Assessment Grant   

 

Supervisor Macklem made a motion to adopt Resolution 2025-10-16 designating officials 

to execute all documents pertaining to the Statewide Local Share Assessment Grant 

application for a $151,159.61 grant from the Commonwealth Financing Authority to 

purchase a new mower with attachments, a new Harley Power Rake for the Kubota, and a 

road saw; the motion was then seconded by Supervisor Potter, MC.  

 

Fall Road Tour & Budget Work Session 
 

Supervisor Macklem made a motion to schedule the Fall Road Tour for October 23, 

2025, at 9:00 am and to schedule the Budget Work Session to begin immediately after the 

road tour; seconded by Supervisor Potter, MC. 

 

Invoices 
 

Supervisor Potter made a motion to approve the invoices as presented; seconded by 

Supervisor Macklem, MCU. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

   

 

Public Comment 
 

Jamie Bower and Samantha Wian of Avis Little League, requested financial support in 

the amount of $1,640 from the Supervisors to replace the dirt and grade the infield of the 

ballfield, purchase new safety bases, make improvements to the concession stand and 

replace the dugouts. 

 

The request was tabled for discussion by the Supervisors. 
 

Adjournment 
 

Supervisor Macklem made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Chairman 

Seltzer, MCU.  
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

  Darlene S. Macklem 
 

 

Darlene S. Macklem, Secretary 


